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Dear Colleagues, 

 
Welcome to the 10th edition of AfriNICnews! It is  
encouraging to see that even in the context of the 
current global economic crisis, the Internet continues to 
grow vigorously in Africa, showing that our region still 
has a lot of potential to explore around the Internet and 
its usage as a sustainable development tool.   
 
AfriNIC is continuing to work hard to contribute in the 
uptake of IPv6 adoption in the region. Nearly 90 percent 
of the global IPv4 address pool has already been  
allocated.  To ensure that the rapidly growing range of 
networked devices can connect to the Internet, there 
should be sufficient IP addresses.  We are therefore putting 
much emphasis on IPv6 training throughout the African region to help Internet users understand 
the challenges facing our current networks and the necessity to implement IPv6 in order to  
sustainably support the envisioned growth of the Internet in this part of the world.  This overall 
ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƛŦ ŀƭƭ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ 
their part in this mission.  
 
This edition of AfriNICnews will update you on some developments at AfriNIC in its service region 
over the past six months, such as the deployment of the first Root Server Anycast Copy in  
Tanzania, our participation in IGF events in our region, and policy development issues. 
 
Interest in Internet Governance is getting more momentum in our region and we believe that Af-
riNIC should contribute its experience to the related initiatives. In line with that, we are increasing 
our involvement and cooperation with governments and policy makers in the region. We have 
launched the AfriNIC Government Working Group (AfGWG) and held the first round table meeting  
during the West Africa Internet Governance Forum (WA-IGF) in Accra, Ghana. There is also the 
AfGWG, Law Enforcement meeting planned for 25 - 26 January 2010 in Mauritius. Our goal is to 
create a real participative environment that will continue to support the Internet development in 
Africa.  
 
AfriNIC-11 that took place in November in Dakar, offered an opportunity to all stakeholders to 
contribute to the global debate related to Internet Critical Resource Management and their  
impact on Network development. We sincerely encourage you to actively participate in Internet  
development related activities either face-to-face, remotely or through the dedicated mailing 
lists. 
 
Let me use this opportunity to wish you all a successful New Year and I hope you will enjoy this 
latest edition of AfriNICnews. 

Adiel A. Akplogan, CEO, AfriNIC 

http://www.afrinic.net/mailinglist.htm
http://www.afrinic.net/mailinglist.htm
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The IGF is the result of a compromise  

between the different standpoints which 
manifested themselves during the first 
phase of World Summit of the Information 
Society (WSIS) in Geneva regarding the 
issue of Internet Governance.  The impor-
tance and the relevance of the Internet for 
enhanced and improved global communi-
cation as a result of the phenomenon of 
convergence as well as its potential for 

narrowing the digital divide were the two main 
reasons which explain the very sensitive  
character of the debate on Internet Governance. 
 
Recognizing the fact that Internet Governance 
required a broad-based, transparent and more 
opened treatment, the UN Secretary General 
upon the recommendation of the WSIS, set up 
the Working Group on Internet Governance 
(WGIG) with the following mandate: 
 

1. Develop a working definition of Internet 
Governance; 

 
2.    Identify the public policy issues that are 

relevant to Internet Governance; and, 
 

3.    Develop a common understanding of the 
respective roles and responsibilities of 
governments, existing international  
organizations and other forums, as well as 
the private sector and civil society in both 
developing and developed countries. 

 
The WSIS Declaration of Principles as well the 
Action Plan laid down the governing principles 
of the Internet Governance process. 
 
άLƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳǳƭǘƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭΣ 
transparent and democratic, with the full  
involvement of governments, the private sector, 
civil society and international organisa-
tions Φέ ό²{L{ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ  
Action Plan). 
 
Effective participation at the IGF requires that 
participants (individual, institutional or govern-
mental) possess a thorough understanding of 
the very specific nature of this forum. 
 

 

It is a space for multi-stakeholder dialogue on 
issues related to the Internet. It is not a new 
organization nor is it a decision making body. It 
does not have the power of redistribution  (the 
faculty which some organizations have to  
submit pertinent or sensitive issues or questions 
to a working group or study group) and  
consequently pertinent questions raised during 
ǘƘŜ άŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜέ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ 
working groups or study groups.  It is based on a 
άǎƻŦǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ  
flexibility and openness generally. 
 
There is within the IGF, the power of recognition 
which enables it to identify issues of concern 
and cause attention to be drawn to them. This 
may also lead to an issue(s) being the subject of 
international cooperation, such as Cyber-
Security and Cyber-Crimes, which generally  
involve problems of trans-border jurisdiction 
and therefore may eventually be singled out for 
international cooperation by the IGF. 
 
The IGF is the space par excellence for sharing 
best practices, engaging in informal discussions 
as well as for learning from one another. But it 
has to be clearly understood that it is not a  
negotiation platform that was within the  
common framework of WSIS. 
 
For African participation to be useful and pro-
ductive it is a sine qua non condition to come to 
terms with the way the IGF was nurtured and 
also on the modus operandi of the three forums 
which have been held during the last three 
years. 
 
It is indispensable for African policymakers, ICT 
regulators, private sectors and civil society to 
appropriate the IGF in the sense that they get 
more involved in preparatory work and put into 
place a pool of resource persons to act as think 
tanks on the whole motley of issues which 
shroud the Internet Governance concept. The 
IGF is an opportunity for Africa to fight the  
negative impact of the digital divide and to  
attempt to narrow it down. 

ñInternet Governance 

should be multilateral, 

transparent and  

democratic, with the 

full involvement of 

governments,  

the private sector, 

civil society and  

international  

organisations.ò 

Ashok B. Radakissoon 
Legal Advisor, AfriNIC 
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An East African broadband policy framework was the topic 

of discussion at the second East African Internet  
Governance Forum held in Nairobi in September 7-9th 2009.  
Over 200 participants and observers from 15  
countries representing  private sector, civil society, media, 
government, parliamentarians, ambassador, regulatory au-
thorities, development partners, internet communities, 
United Nations agencies, consumer networks and  
academia came together to discuss local Internet  
Governance (IG) issues.  
 

The main items on the agenda were; cybercrime, policy regu-
latory requirements, consumer issues, critical Internet re-
sources, and access to broadband. In each thematic  
sessions, representatives of the five East Africa countries 
provided a national perspective on the themes, identifying 
key issues, progress and challenges, followed by discussion 
among all EA-IGF 2009 participants around developing  
recommendations and way forward.   
 

The EA-IGF, first convened in 2008, aims at creating a  
community of practice that will, in the long term, become a 
sustaining foundation for meaningful participation of East 
African stakeholders in Internet public policy debates at the 
national, regional and international level. The EA-IGF model 
allows for informed participation, contribution and engage-
ment of community members through research, sharing of 
experiences and skills, solving common problems, identifying 
challenges, and creation of new knowledge.  
 

During the 2009 EA-IGF, consensus emerged that access con-
tinues to be one of the most important issues for the East 
African region, with the most fundamental access  
issue being universal affordable access to broadband. The 
Forum participants recommended the development of a re-
gional broadband policy framework to enhance  
affordable universal access.  The other fundamental issues 
included strengthening country code top level domain 
(ccTLDs), developing national and regional policy and  
regulatory frameworks for spectrum management, cyber-
crime, consumer protection, among others.  
 

The proposal to create an enabling environment for  
ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ YŜƴȅŀΩǎ  
Permanent Secretary Ministry for Information and  
Communication Dr. Bitange Ndemo, who  noted, in his  
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ  ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǳǎŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
come from Africa. The Internet is about enabling access to 
the world's information and knowledge in all of its lan-
guages. We must therefore ensure that we localise the Inter-

net to preserve our cultures and knowledge, 
and share our knowledge and cultures with 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  
 
The 2009 EA-IGF recommendations: 
On Policy and Regulation, there was consen-
sus around the need to complete and approve 
the East African Communication policy, as well 
as development of additional policy frame-
works covering broadband, spectrum manage-
ment, cybercrime, consumer protection and 
Intellectual property.  
 
The need for increased civil society advocacy 
for better quality of service, universal affordable access, legal 
framework for consumer issues including codes of conduct 
was also agreed upon. The provision of transparent and ac-
cessible complaint resolution channels and promotion of 
informed consumer choice by providing publication of  
statistics and information to empower consumer choice was 
also a recommendation towards enhancing consumer pro-
tection.  
 

The critical Internet resources session recommended the 
need to strengthen country Code Top Level Domains  
(ccTLDs),  creation of national and regional data centres, 
strengthening  and protection of national and  regional inter-
net Exchange Point (IXP) and awareness creation on IPv6- 
transition.    
 

On cybercrime, there was consensus on the need for setting 
up of national and regional Computer Emergency  
Response Teams (CERTs) to coordinate and respond to issues 
of Cyber security in the region. Participants also agreed on 
the urgent need to begin to address the specific needs of 
vulnerable groups like women and children and how they are 
affected by cybercrime.  
 

While adopting the recommendations, forum participants 
acknowledged the need for sustainable means of  following  
up on the issues with various activities, from encouraging 
further discussions, advocacy efforts, as well as development 
of necessary policy frameworks, at national and  
regional levels. Participants also agreed that the issues 
needed to be presented at the global IGF and perhaps  
begin to explore ways in which they could be included and 
integrated within the IGF. 
 
Continued on P. 4 
 

Alice Munyua Conve-
nor, East Africa Inter-

net Governance 
Forum 



/ƻƴǘΩ ŦǊƻƳ tΦ оΣ/ƻƴǘΩ ŦǊƻƳ tΦ оΣ  
 

The Executive Coordinator for the United Nations Internet 
DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ CƻǊǳƳΣ aǊΦ aŀǊƪǳǎ YǳƳƳŜǊ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǿƘƛƭŜ 
much of the IGF discussions tended to focus on   
international factors the development of  National and  
regional IGFs now have an even more important  role of 
informing the global IGF. The International level, he added, 
cannot work without national agreements and involvement 
as well as effective participation and commitment of all the 
ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΦ ά 
 
The Parliamentarian IGF:  The inclusion of members of  
parliament as a key stakeholder group at the EA-IGF was 
unique to the 2009 EA-IGF. Recognising that parliamentarians 
have a role to play in the Internet governance dialogue, the 
aim of the session was to begin to encourage essential  
contribution of members of parliament to the IG debate. 
¢ƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ YŜƴȅŀΩǎ aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
Minister for Information and Communication, Hon. Samuel 
Porgishio and the Speaker of the Kenya National Assembly 
Hon. Kenneth Marende and was attended by members of 
parliament from Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi, Kenya and 
United Kingdom. In his welcome speech, Hon. Kenneth 
aŀǊŜƴŘŜΣ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
debate is very important for the region, particularly now 
with the increase of access to broadband, which will result 
in greater benefits and opportunities as well as Internet  
ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦέ  
 
On introducing Internet governance, Adam Peake, from the 
centre for Global Communication (GLOCOM) noted that 
άǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ  
open platform and network on which anyone, who has the 
skills, and will can provide services, content, and  applications. 
This principle of openness is what makes the Internet so 
unique and provides the opportunities for social, economic, 
cultural and political benefits as well as innovation and  
ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇΦέ IƻƴΦ {ŀƳǳŜƭ tƻǊƎƛǎƘƛƻ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ  
ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ YŜƴȅŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ нлмм LDCΦ  
 
The IGF mandate set by WSIS decisions will be reviewed 
after the fifth meeting in Vilnius, Lithuania, in 2010. While 
the EA-IGF does not attempt to mirror the global IGF,  
consensus emerged that the IGF is a very important and 
useful mechanism for continuing discussions and debate on 
internet governance. As the only multi-stakeholder forum 
that discusses IG issues, it is important that stakeholders 
ǳǊƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŦƻǊǳƳΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅΦ  
 
Acknowledging the importance of the process, Ugandan 
Member of Parliament, Hon. Nathan Nabeta Igeme  

 

ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ нлмл 
EA-IGF. 
  
!ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ bƛŎƪ ¢ƘƻǊƴŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άMembers of 
Parliament had a vital role to play in Internet govern-
ance processes and must consider themselves as a key 
stakeholder group in the national, regional and global 
processes. Representing their various constituents, 
parliamentarians are needed, and are best placed to 
put pressure on governments and resist unnecessarily 
restrictive legislation, which might stifle the benefits 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΦέ 

 

Commonwealth Internet Governance Forum (CIGF): 
 Mark Carvell, from the UK department for business 
innovation and skills introduced the commonwealth 
LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ CƻǊǳƳ ό/LDCύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ άǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ 
encourage greater participation from commonwealth 
member states on policy issues and discussions related 
to Internet governance with a view to coming up with 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΦέ IŜ ŀƴπ
nounced that the CIGF has launched a travel bursary 
for commonwealth participant for the forth IGF meet-
ing taking place in Egypt in November 2009. Kenya is a 
member of this initiative and the Kenya ICT Action  
Network (KICTANet) is partner of the CIGF. 
 
The 2009 EA-IGF was supported by the Canadian Inter-
national Development Research Centre (IDRC), the 
Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA), 
YŜƴȅŀΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
the Communications Commission of Kenya (CCK),  
Kenyan Network information Centre (KENIC), AT&T, the 
Telecommunication Service Providers Association of 
Kenya (TESPOK), AFRINIC, Kenya ICT Board, and the 
Centre for Global Communications (GLOCOM) of the 
International University of Japan.   

Alice Munyua is convener of the Kenya ICT Action Network (KICTANet), and the East African Internet Governance Forum (EAIGF). She is an experienced 
advocate for African civil society and works on Information Communication, policy, regulation and internet governance. She is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Communications Commission of Kenya (CCK), vice chair of the Kenya Network Information Centre (KENIC-Kenya's ccTLD manager),    
member of Internet /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ !ǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ bŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ bǳƳōŜǊΩǎ όL/!bbΩǎύ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ όD!/ύ  ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ YŜƴȅŀΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
involved in Gender research in ICTs for development in Africa.  E-mail: alice@apc.org , Website: www.eaigf.or.ke  

Applauding the EA-IGF, UK member of Parliament 
Rt. Hon. Alun Michal encouraged all parliamentari-
ans to engage and understand the process, from 
national, regional and international levels. The  
EA-IGF is a success story, he said, not because you 
are doing it right, but because you have set the pace 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ 
 
The Parliamentarian session approved a declaration, 
which sought to support the development of  
regional policy frameworks on broadband access, 
cybercrime among others.  
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This event was hosted by Ghana Ministry of Communications, hosted by  and partnered by the Internet Society (ISOC),  OSIWA,  
Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘ tŀƴƻǎ !ŦǊƛǉǳŜ ŘŜ ƭΩhǳŜǎǘ όLt!hύΣ L/!bbΣ a¢b-Ghana, Diplo Internet Governance Community. There were presentations from 
the Ghana Ministry of Communications, Ghana National Communications Authority, NEPAD, OSIWA, ICANN, AfriNIC, AfTLD, AfNOG, 
ISOC, AAU, ECOWAS, Diplo-Foundation, MTN-Ghana, FOSSFA, Balancing Act-Africa, IGF, EAIGF, and others.  
 
!ŘƛŜƭ !ƪǇƭƻƎŀƴΣ /9hΣ !ŦǊƛbL/ ƎŀǾŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎΦ IŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ LDC ƛǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦƛǾŜ όрύ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊee years 
of the WSIS discussion. This clearly means that we have been discussing IG issues globally for the past 8 years or so. I think time has 
come for all of us to start bringing the discussion local. Looking at what has been the takeaway from all these discussions and see how 
ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǊΦ bƛƛ vǳŀȅƴƻǊΣ /ƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ ƻŦ !ŦbhDΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎΣ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ǳǇ ŀǇǇǊƻach 
in a multi-stakeholder environment practiced by the global technical community through IETF, ISOC and ICANN is not an accident. LǘΩǎ 
from the nature of the Internet where several policy domains are cooperating and coordinating their activities to create the single 
Internet we wish to govern. Hence, as the Internet becomes a convergent architecture our governance processes would necessarily 
evolve to become more multi-stakeholder and bottom up. It gives opportunity to engage varied expertise to contribute and this cre-
ŀǘŜǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ 
 
Hon. Gideon Quarcoo, Deputy Minister, Ghana Ministry of Communications delivered the Keynote Address. During his address, he 
ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ά!ǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ all aspire 
to leverage ICT in all our national development agendas, it is necessary that we examine the key issues remaining that militate against 
its development in our countries. The World Summit on the Information Society identified these concerns and mandated the Secre-
tary General of the United Nations to institute the Internet Governance Forum to bring together all stakeholders annually to examine 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ ¢ƻǇƛŎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜd:  
Internet Governance, overview of key organizations and their Internet Governance initiatives, capacity building and the Internet,   
/ȅōŜǊ /ǊƛƳŜǎ ϧ /ȅōŜǊ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ LǎǎǳŜǎΣ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ !ŎŎŜǎǎΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ wƻƭŜ ƛƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜnt, 
and a panel discussion on the way forward.  The presentations can be accessed at http://meeting.afrinic.net/waigf/index.php/internet
-governance-workshop- 
 
During the opening ceremony, other remarks were provided by Mr. Markus Kummer, who stated that Africa is a role model to follow 
for taking Internet Governance to local and regional levels and indicated that he would like to have report of the outcome of this 
event at the IGF 2009 meeting. He also gave a highlight the importance of Internet Governance and the multi-stakeholder approach. 
 
hƴŜ ƪŜȅ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά²!LDC /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǉǳŜέ ό{ŜŜ tΦ сύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛπ
Ǉŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƴŜƭƭƛǎǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ !ŦǊƛbL/ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ άaǳƭǘƛ-stakehoƭŘŜǊέ 
event and for the passion and interests shared by all and to thank you all for your contributions, support, attendance, and commit-
ment to making the event a success. Moreover, we look forward to your continued collaboration in the way forward as outlined in the 
following WAIGF Communiqué. (In Photos left to right: 1. Mr. Adiel Akplogan, Dr. Nii Quaynor, Hon. Gideon Quarcoo, Mr. Markus 
Kummer; 2. Dr. Edmund Katiti, Ms. Anne-Rachel Inné, Ms. Nnenna Nwakanma, Mr. Adiel Akplogan; 3. Hon. Gideon Quarcoo)  

The 2nd Annual West Africa Internet Governance Forum (WAIGF) organised by AfriNIC was held from 14-

16 October 2009, at La Palm Royal Beach Hotel, Accra, Ghana. The forum was attended by 90 participants 
from Regulator Agencies, governments, academia, civil society, governments, private sector and other 
leaders and stakeholders in the Internet community. Countries represented were, Ghana, Senegal, South 
!ŦǊƛŎŀΣ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀΣ /ƻǘŜ LΩ±ƻƛǊŜΣ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΣ bƛƎŜǊΣ aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎΣ aŀƭƛΣ ¢ƻƎƻΣ 9ƎȅǇǘΣ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
was also remote participation from presenters and 31 followers on Tweeter, some of who were able to 
ask questions and contribute remotely. 

http://meeting.afrinic.net/waigf/index.php/internet-governance-workshop-
http://meeting.afrinic.net/waigf/index.php/internet-governance-workshop-


 

      άPromoting the Multi-stakeholder Model for further Internet Development in Africaέ 
 

We, the participants at the West African Internet Governance Forum held in La Palm Hotel, Accra 

(Ghana), from 14th to 16th October 2009, organised by AfriNIC and the Government of Ghana,  
 
Recalling that good Internet governance is critical for sustainable ICT development in general for wider 
social-economical impact. 
 Recalling that the Global Internet Forum has offered the possibility to explore and test a new ap-
proach in addressing global issues related to Internet development such as Access, Security, Critical 
Internet Resources and Openness.   
Recalling with satisfaction, that the United Stated Government (USG) has ended its unilateral oversight 
of the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) and to take note of the new 
Affirmation of commitment document issue by the two parties to make ICANN independent with an 
important role to be played by the Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC).  
 
Agreeing: 
 
1. To pursue what the meeting participants resolved as the N.K.R.U.M.A.H. Agenda (N= Networks 

(IXPs, etc.); K= Knowledge (capacity building, sharing, etc); R= Regional priorities; U= Ubuntu 
(People) and Umoja (togetherness); M= Multi-stakeholder and good management; A= Assembly 
and Ambassadors; and H= High level engagement on processes and policies).  

2. That West African countries should strive to create an environment that favours a  
multi-stakeholder model dealing with critical issues that are challenging the Internet  
development in the region.   

3. That West African countries should setup regional Internet Governance Forums to open the 
door for more participation of the various key players and stakeholders in their respective  
countries for ICT development planning. 

4. That Affordable Access should continue to be the priority for countries and Regulators in order 
to improve Internet usage as a tool and enabler of Socio-Economical development.   

5. That affordable access starts from optimizing traffic flow paths and Internetworking by  
encouraging local Interconnection through the setup of Exchange Points and production of local 
content. 

6. That Access and Security are key concerns for the region that must be further discussed at a 
forum like IGF where different constituencies and stakeholders can share their experiences and 
where African countries can learn from and adapt to their local environment.  

7. That the Global IGF has been a successful initiative as it has helped to create an open environ-
ment where major issues have been discussed and where the multi-stakeholder approach has 
been so far successfully discussed. Hence support the renewal of the IGF mandate after the first 
five years. 

8. To organize a West African Internet Governance committee that is reflective of the multi-
stakeholder model to carry out the initiatives of WAIG (as established in the WAIGF Concept 
Paper). 

 

 Urge the West African stakeholders: 
 

1. To actively participate at IGF to be held in Sharm El Sheikh; 
2. To increase their participation in ICANN especially the governments with the GAC so they can 

fully participate in the new oversight and evaluation mechanism; 
3. ¢ƻ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LDC ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅΣ ²Ŝǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛπ

ties, as well as building Internet resource management capacities with continental partners, 
such as, FOSSFA, OSIWA, PIWA, ECOWAS, governments, regulators, academia, civil society, pri-
vate sector, and technical community, and;  

4. To further engage Internet Governance experts and local bodies such as AfriNIC, AfNOG, AfREN, 
!Ŧ¢[5Σ ŀƴŘΣ !ŦǊL{t!Σ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-making process.  

άGood Internet 
governance is 

critical for  
sustainable ICT 
development in 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ά 
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The fourth annual IGF Meeting was held 

in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt on 15-18 Novem-
ber 2009. It proved to be one of the most suc-
cessful of the four meetings with an estimated 
1,800  participants. 
 
AfriNIC was proud to have played an active role 
at IGF2009 by organising a workshop, participating 
in panel discussions, panellists, moderators, organ-
ising the NRO booth, and representing the NRO 
at the Taking Stock session on the continuation of 
IGF. 
 
AfriNIC organised the workshop on Mitigating the 
Financial Crisis with Open Source Applications.  
 
The workshop aimed to create awareness on 
open source application/technology and how this 
can be used to reduce the financial burden on an  
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ L¢ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
the challenges that have been brought about by 
the global financial crisis. Emphasis was placed 
on Africa and developing nations. The speakers/
panellists were:  
 

¶ Mr. Christian ROLAND, CHALA (Club des 
hommes et femmes d'affaires du libre en 
Afrique) and FOSSFA 

¶ Mr. Samer Azmy, FOSSFA  

¶ Mr. Michuki Mwangi, of Internet Society 
(ISOC) 

¶ Dr. Viv Padayatchy, (also Moderator),  
Cybernaptics Ltd, and Chairman of Board at 
AfriNIC 

¶ Mr. Ben Akoh, Open Society Initiative for 
West Africa (OSIWA)  

 
The video for this workshop can be accessed at 
http://www.un.org/webcast/igf/ondemand.asp?
mediaID=ws091117-sinai-pm1 
 
Other workshops that AfriNIC participated in 
were: 
 
 

1.  Workshop on the Internet Governance Issues 
ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 
 
2.  Title: Managing Internet Addresses: Global 
and Regional Viewpoint 
h t t p : / / w w w . u n . o r g / w e b c a s t / i g f / o n d e        
mand.asp?mediaID=ws091116-suezcanal-pm1 
 
3.  Title: Adopting IPv6: What You Need To Know   
http://www.un.org/webcast/igf/ondemand.asp?
mediaID=ws091117-sphinx-pm1 
 
4.  Title: Understanding Internet Infrastructure:   
an Overview of Technology and Terminology  
http://www.un.org/webcast/igf/ondemand.asp?
mediaID=ws091115-sinai-am2  
 
5.  Title: IPv6 Transition: Economic and Technical 
Considerations 
http://www.un.org/webcast/igf/ondemand.asp?
mediaID=ws091117-sinai-am2 
 
 
The archive of the live webcast (main sessions 
and workshops) of the IGF Meeting can be found 
a t :  h t t p : / / w w w . u n . o r g / w e b c a s t / i g f /
ondemand.asp 
 
The daily video news clips for the media can be 
found at: http://www.intgovforum.org/cms/
index.php/media 
 
Videos and pictures can be found in the IGF social 
media section [Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, You-
Tube] 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of the speakers, panellists and attendees who 
supported IGF and particularly the activities or-
ganised by AfriNIC. 
 
We look forward to participating in the fifth an-
nual IGF Meeting which will be held in Vilnius, 
Lithuania, 14 - 17 September 2010. 
 

The workshop 
aimed to create 
awareness on 

open source ap-
plication/

technology and 
how this can be 
used to reduce 
the financial 
burden on an 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ L¢ 
infrastructure, 
especially with 
the challenges 
that have been 
brought about 
by the global 

financial crisis.  

!ŦǊƛbL/Ωǎ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ LDC нллф 
Sharm El Sheik, Egypt 
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With support from AfriNIC and RIPE NCC, Opera-

tor of the "K" DNS root server, we were able to 
establish a copy of the "K" DNS root server in Dar 
es Salaam, at the Tanzania  Internet Exchange - TIX. 
 
RIPE is one of the 12 operators of DNS root servers 
and operates 18 instances of this  
service around the world. All are reachable at the 
same address through a system called  
Anycast, which helps to always reach the closest 

available server. 
 
After Johannesburg, Nairobi and Cairo, Dar es  
Salaam is now the 4th city in Africa to host a DNS root 
server and we are proud of that. 
 
Through active involvement with AfriNIC and the 
internet engineering community TISPA did get this 
server deployed here. The implementation in Dar es 
Salaam is the first for AfriNIC's Root Server  
Anycast Copy Program. 
 
Remote access to the equipment is sponsored by Sim-
baNet and Africa Online, whom we thank for their 
support. 
 
This new service at TIX will enable DNS servers at ISPs 
to resolve more quickly. It will also make the Internet 
services and users in Tanzania more  
independent, as these requests can now be served 
from inside the country.  
 
Also, in case there might be a major disruption of the 
main international links connecting us to the Internet 
we have now the ability to resolve all DNS names in  
 
 
 

 
our country's top-level domain .tz from servers within 
Tanzania.  
 
This is thanks to other improvements recently done at 
tzNIC who now serve all information regarding .tz do-
mains. 
 
Another benefit is that through the many  
instances of the DNS root servers any attack through 
denial of service on them will be directed to the clos-
est server and only that one will be affected, giving 
more stability to the overall system. 
 
 
Like many other developments we witnessed  
recently, this is another step for the improvement of 
Internet services in Tanzania and TISPA is  
excited to be part of this one. 
 
More about DNS root servers: http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Dns_root_server, http://www.root -servers.org/, 
http://www.isoc.org/briefings/019/ 
 
More about RIPE: http://www.ripe.net/ , http://k.root -
servers.org/ 
 
More about TIX: http//www.tix.or.tz or http://
www.tix.or.tx/dns_root/ 
 

Frank Habicht studied Computer Science in my native 
Germany; active in the Tanzanian ISP  
industry since 2000; involved in Tanzania IXPs since 
2002; interacting with most ISPs' (technical represen-
tatives); interested in improving internet availability, 
access, adoption, encouraging local traffic, infrastruc-
ture and services..  

άMake the Inter-
net services and 
users in Tanzania 

more  
ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘΦέ 

New DNS Root Server in Dar es Salaam ς Thanks to  
AfriNIC Root Server Anycast Copy  Program 

Frank Habicht 
TIX Manager 
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About the AfriNIC Root Server Anycast Copy Program 

As previously announced, AfriNIC launched in October 2008 in Cairo with a deployment workshop. The ob-

jective of this program is to increase the number of instances of Anycast copies of DNS root servers in the 

African region in order to improve the scalability and reliability of the local Internet infrastructure.  

Three more of such implementations are planned for 2010. Additional information can be found at: 

More about AfriNIC: http://www.afrinic.net/ , http://www.afrinic.net/projects/project_anycast.htm 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dns_root_server
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dns_root_server
http://www.root-servers.org/
http://www.isoc.org/briefings/019/
http://www.ripe.net/
http://k.root-servers.org/
http://k.root-servers.org/
http://www.afrinic.net/
http://www.afrinic.net/projects/project_anycast.htm


 

     
 

 

Public Policy Corner  
by Mukom Tamon, Training Manager/Policy Liaison Officer  

AfriNIC-11 has come and gone and we now 

have one proposal that reached consensus, one 
that was rejected and another that was sent back 
to the mailing list for further discussion as no  
consensus was reached. 
 
The following are the policies that were discussed 
during the face-to-face meeting in Dakar. 
 
 

Policy Proposal: IPv4 Soft Landing Policy  
 
Proposed on the 5th January 2009 by Douglas 
Onyango of Sitronics Telecom Solutions ς Uganda, 
this policy proposal describes how AfriNIC shall 
allocate and manage IPv4 resources from the 
last /8 block of IPv4 address allocated by IANA at 
the time of total depletion of the IANA IPv4  
address free pool. It is proposed that any LIR  
requests for IPv4 blocks can only be met from the 
last remaining /8 allocation, none should get more 
than four /23 allocations and that /23 be the new 
maximum allocation size. Secondly, in addition to 
reducing allocation period to 8 months from the 
current 12 months, it proposes that AfriNIC  
simultaneously allocate an IPv6 block with each  
request. 
 
Consensus was not reached upon this policy  
proposal during AfriNIC-10 and so in accordance 
with the AfriNIC policy development process, the 
policy was re-submitted to the list for further  
discussion. During AfriNIC-11, consensus was still 
not reached. The author of the proposal has made 
modifications as requested by the community and 
the proposal is currently being discussed on the 
rpd mailing list. You can read the full policy  
proposal at http://www.afrinic.net/docs/policies/
AFPUB-2009-v4-003.htm 
  
 

Proposal: IPv6 Allocations to Non-Profit  
Networks 
 
Proposed on the 13th January 2009 by Graham 
Beneke of Johannesburg Area Wireless Users  
 
 
 

 

Group in South Africa. The incentive of this  
proposal is to define criteria for non-profit and 
community organisations to be recognised for 
membership to AfriNIC and to allow them to  
request resources, qualify for blocks of IPv6 PI 
address space and be charged for these resources 
under the defined a membership category and an 
appropriate fee structure.  
 
During AfriNIC-11, consensus was reached to  
reject the proposal. The full proposal can be found 
at http://www.afrinic.net/docs/policies/AFPUB-
2009-v6-001.htm 
 
 

Global Policy Proposal for the Allocation of 
IPv4 blocks to Regional Internet Registries 
 
Proposed by Andrew de la Haye and Stacy Hughes 
as an amendment to the existing http://
www.afrinic.net/docs/policies/AFPUB-2008-ASN-
001.htm. According to the current proposal, IANA 
will cease to make any distinction between 16-bit 
and 32-bit only ASN blocks by 31 December 2009, 
when making allocations to RIRs. This proposal is 
to extend this date by one year, to 31 December 
2010. Consensus was reached on this proposal at 
the AfriNIC-11 Public Policy meeting, and it has 
since gone through the fifteen (15) day last call 
period which ended on the 19th December. This 
proposal is now awaiting approval by the board. 
 
You are invited to have your say on these and 
other policy-related issues by joining the Policy 
discussion mailing list at https://lists.afrinic.net/
mailman/listinfo.cgi/rpd (if you are not already 
subscribed to the list) and joining the discussion. 
You can also see the full text of all implemented, 
approved and draft policies on our website at 
http://www.afrinic.net/policy.htm  
 
 

See you on rpd@afrinic.net! 
 
   

Mukom Tamon 
Trainiing Manager /  

Policy Liaison Officer,  
AfriNIC 
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Training Corner Update,  
by Mukom Tamon, Training Manager/Policy Liaison Officer 

In 2009, we were able to organize eight (8) workshops covering IPv6, DNSSEC and LIR.  The countries where training was con-

ducted were: Ghana, Nigeria Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, Gabon, Burundi, Senegal.  AfriNIC would like to thank the local hosts and 

trainings for making this possible! 

 

An Advanced IPv6 workshop was also concluded in Mauritius for Emtel (a local service provider) and AfriNIC provided support 

by providing access to the IPv6 tested.  

 

So what do we have in stock for 2010? Well, we now have a new Training Manager working out of our Mauritius headquarters 

and as a result we will be introducing some major changes to address the concerns of our region ς expanded curricular to focus 

on implementation and troubleshooting skills, training workshops facilitated by use of the AfriNIC Virtual IPv6 lab. Our training 

agenda for 2010 is shown in the table below. If your country is on the list, please partner with us to make it a successful  

training workshop.  Please visit the training website to register for a workshop or for additional information at:  

http://afrinic.net/training/index.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://afrinic.net/training/index.htm  

For questions contact training@afrinic.net 
 

Date Location Type Language Status 

April Mauritius LIR + IPv6 English TBC 

April South Africa LIR + IPv6 English TBC 

April Zimbabwe LIR + IPv6 English TBC 

29 ς30 May Rwanda (AF12) IPv6 Advanced English Confirmed 

June Gambia LIR + IPv6 English TBC 

June Sierra Leone LIR + IPv6 English TBC 

June Liberia LIR + IPv6 English TBC 

July Swaziland LIR + IPv6 English TBC 

July Seychelles LIR + IPv6 English TBC 

August Djibouti LIR + IPv6 French TBC 

August Eritrea LIR + IPv6 English TBC 

August Libya LIR + IPv6 English TBC 

September Equatorial 
Guinea 

LIR + IPv6 French TBC 

September Central African 
Republic 

LIR + IPv6 French TBC 

October Niger LIR + IPv6 French TBC 

October Mali LIR + IPv6 French TBC 

November AfriNIC-13 IPv6 Advanced   TBC 
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AfriNIC's Eleventh(11th) public policy meeting (AfriNIC 11) was held at the Radisson Blue hotel in Dakar, Senegal from the 21st 

to 27th bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нллфΦ IƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƭΩ!ƎŜƴŎŜ ŘŜ wŞƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ¢ŞƭŞŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ tƻǎǘŜǎ ό!w¢tύ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ 
Espresso, Huawei, the Internet Society (ISOC), Huawei, and Orange, the meeting was attended by some 150 delegates repre-
senting twenty (20) nations. Other organisations that were present at the meeting were ICANN/IANA, Tata Communications, 
LACNIC, APNIC, RIPE NCC,ARIN as well as representatives from academia, government, and the private sector. 
 
Kicked off with a two (2) day advanced workshop on IPv6 implementation specifically for network engineers, all participants 
were then treated to a full day of presentations covering topics in Internet Measurements courtesy of the Africa Asia Forum.  
Other presentations and sessions at the meeting covered topics in Internet access initiatives in Africa, DNS operations, Email 
abuse, updates on the various sub-regional Internet Governance Fora that took place earlier in the year as well as case studies 
and implementation updates from network operators who started deployment of IPv6. 
 
During the full day policy discussions, the following three policy proposals were discussed and deliberated upon: 
1. άLtǾп {ƻŦǘƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ tƻƭƛŎȅέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ κу LtǾп  

assignment from IANA. Consensus was not reached on this policy and in line with the AfriNIC policy development proc-
ess, it has gone back on the policy mailing list for further discussion. 

2. ά!ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ L!b! tƻƭƛŎȅ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !{b .ƭƻŎƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wLwǎ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
deadline on which IANA will cease to make any distinction between 16-bit and 32-bit only ASN blocks from 31st Decem-
ber 2009 to 31st December 2010. The community reached consensus on this proposal. 

3. άLtǾс !ƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ bƻƴ-tǊƻŦƛǘ bŜǘǿƻǊƪǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴ-profit and community organizations to be 
recognized for membership of AfriNIC and to allow them to request IPv6 resources. Consensus was reached by the com-
munity to reject the proposal and the author was asked to work with AfriNIC staff and the AfriNIC Board for a possible 
solution. 

 
The collaboration between AfriNIC and the Association of African Universities was taken to new heights with the signing of a 
second Memorandum of Understanding, establishing that AAU through a grant from FRENIA will contribute to the setup fees 
and a first-year membership fee for eligible Academic institutions and Research and Education Networks from Africa. This MoU 
will go a long way to improve intra-campus as well as inter-campus IP networks for research and education in the Africa. 
 
The week-long events were punctuated by two social events: a boat ride around Dakar, and to Goree Island, where delegates 
ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ά5ƻƻǊ ƻŦ bƻ wŜǘǳǊƴΣέ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ Dŀƭŀ bƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻǘŜƭ ŘŜǎ !ƭƳŀŘƛŜǎΦ όLƴ tƘƻǘƻǎΣ ƭeft 
to right: 1. Mr. Adiel Akplogan, Dr. Nii Quaynor, Mr. Ndongo Diao, Mrs. Aminata Tall, Dr. Viv Padayatchy, Mr. Lamine DIAL; 2. 
Adiel Akplogan and Dr. Boubakar Barry; 3. Mr. Ndongo Diao and Mrs. Aminata Tall) 


