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Making of the Af*

The first global meeting on Internet Governance in Africa
dates back to December 1998, more than ten years ago
when the African Technical Community met in Cotonou

(Benin) to define the organisation structure for AfriNIC and
also to review for the first time in the young Internet history
in Africa, other Internet Governance issues for the region.

It was agreed then, that the African community has to be

heard and has a role to play in Internet development, and to
achieve this, the entire community must be mobilised,
hence, the Af*,
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Mission Statement

Our Mission is to share experience of technical challenges in setting up, building and running IP Networks on the
African Continent.

What is AfNOG

African Network Operators Group (AfNOG) is a forum for technical coordination and cooperation among African

Objectives

The aims are to build a community of engineers to help each other operating Internet infrastructure in Africa and
on the Global Internet, as well as promote the discussion of issues relating to implementation of new networks
that require community cooperation.

Brief History

For more than 10 years, AfNOG has organised technical workshops aimed at creating a critical mass of trainers
and professionals in network infrastructure and services in order to extend Internet-related activities within Africa.
Several hundreds of Africans have benefited from these trainings, placing AfNOG at the forefront of technical ca-
pacity building on the continent. The first workshop was held In Cape Town, South Africa in 2000 and we have
since held annual workshops in a different Africa country, the last being Cairo, Egypt in 2009. The Cairo Workshop
was our 10™ Anniversary in building capacity in ICT in the African region.

Current Projects

AfNOG Chix: This is our Gender Program on Unix Systems Administration for female Network Engineers. This
program has been held in three countries and we will continue to reach out to more female engineers this year.

AfNOG Localization: The localization project, a collaboration between ISOC, NSRC and AfNOG is aimed at mi-
grating the AfNOG Unix/ Linux System Administration
at country level. This training program has been run in a number of African countries and is ongoing.

Recent accomplishments
AfNOG 2009 Workshop which was held in Cairo, Egypt was our 10" Anniversary.
The inaugural of AfNOG Workshops and Meetings took place in Cape Town, South Africa in May 2000, and we

have since run annual workshops in Accra, Ghana; Lome, Togo; Kampala, Uganda; Dakar, Senegal; Maputo, Mo-
zambique; Nairobi, Kenya; Abuja, Nigeria; Rabat, Morocco; and, Cairo, Egypt.

AfNOG, a forum for the exchange of technical information

I nternet service providers and network engineers fro
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African Network Operators Group (AfNOG )

The Cape Town Event was followed by Africa's first Regional Network Operators Meeting, and a one-day AfriNIC
meeting, which was AfriNIC's first general assembly to establish an African IP address registry (www.afrinic.net).
Afri NI C meetings continue to be held with AfNOGO6s a

visit www.afnog.org.

The AfNOG training program has evolved to now consist of three lab-based, technical tracks taught in English, and
one in French. The five-day lab-based training workshops are typically followed by one or two days technical tuto-
rials on topics such as engineering wireless networks, BGP and Multi-homing, IPv6, etc.

(In photos, AfNOG workshop and Distribution of certificates and technical books to students after completion of 5-Day work-
shop,

N nua

AfNOG, a forum for technical coordination
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African Network Operators Group

Over 1300 network operators have participated in the hands-on, lab-based workshops over the past ten years
from 42 different African countries. Many participants are operators from the Internet Service Industry, University
and Research Institutions and non-governmental organisations (NGOSs) in their respective countries. More than
1600 Africans and several partners from the international community have participated in the AINOG and AfriNIC
meetings that follow the one-week workshop each year.

AfNOG PHEA Workshop

Af NOGés Partnership for Higher Education (PHEA) Work
can Universities from Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania on Campus Networks Best Practices, Band-
width Management

The trainings were held at the University of Ghana, Accra in September 2009 and December 2009 respectively.

(In photo, students, trainers, and organisers for AfNOG-10 Workshop and Meeting, Cairo, Egypt,, May 2009)
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AfNOG Has a Gender Program on Unix Systems Administration
for female Network Engineers
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African Research and Education Networking

(AfREN)

Our Mission, to promote and catalyze the establishment of na-
tional and regional research and education networks (NRENS

and RRENS) in Africa.
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Web: http://www.aau.org Email: renu@aau.org

African Research and Education Networking

About AfREN

In cooperation with AINOG, AfriNIC and other stakeholders, the AAU convenes through the REN Unit, an annual
meeting on African Research and Education Networking (AfREN). This forum is a platform for building an all-
inclusive African research and education networking community that collective addresses issues such as, collabo-
ration, access to bandwidth, and other critical resources at affordable prices, capacity building, and content devel-
opment.

The Research and Education Networking Unit (RENU)

The Association formed a RENU to act as a focal point in relation to the many initiatives working currently under-
way in the African region.

The principal role of the Education and Research Networking Unit is to:

1 Facilitate national research and education networking and to support collective initiatives particularly those
that address access and more affordable connectivity;

M Devel op a Aclearinghouseo of information on | CT
opportunities and good practice in Africa and globally, as well as relevant expertise and funding sources;

1 Raise awareness among institutional leaders, network members, policy makers, donors, and NGOs, and to
promote the exchange of knowledge and experience sharing about ICT issues and research and education
networking; and,

1 Develop and disseminate advocacy material on open access to information, low cost bandwidth, and na-
tional and sub-regional networking, as well as participating in effective advocacy and lobbying by and on
behalf of African knowledge institutions.

The Association of African Universities (AAU) works closely together with other Af* organisations to promote and
catalyze the establishment of National and Regional Research and Education Networks (NRENs and RRENS) in
Africa. In this framework, the AAU signed in September 2006 an MoU with AfNOG and AfriNIC to formalize their
collaboration. This collaboration has led to the special pricing (50% discount) that AfriNIC applies for African aca-
demic and research institutions.

To encourage even more African academic and research institutions
and emerging research and education networks to apply for number
resources, the AAU and AfriNIC signed in November 2009 another
MoU, through which all AfriNIC membership fees for these institutions
for the allocation of number resources are waived for the first year.
This has been made possible through a grant secured by the AAU
through the FRENIA Project of TENET, the South African NREN. (In
photo, Mr. Adiel Akplogan, CEO, AfriNIC and Dr. Boubakar Barry after sign-
ing the MoU in Dakar, Nov 2009)

Vision of AAU is to maintain the AAU as the representative voice of the

African higher education community both within and outside Africa.

and
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African Research and Education Networking

AAU

The Association of African Universities (AAU) is the apex organisation and forum for consultation, exchange of
information and cooperation among institutions of higher education in Africa. It represents the voice of higher edu-
cation in Africa on regional and international bodies and supports networking by institutions of higher education in
teaching, research, information exchange and dissemination.

Background

The AAU, whose headquarters is in Accra, Ghana, was founded in Rabat, Morocco on November 12, 1967, follow-
ing recommendations made at an earlier conference organized by the United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in Antananarivo, Madagascar in September 1962 for the formation of such an
apex organization. The Antananarivo recommendations were taken up by a preparatory Committee of the heads of
African institutions of higher education, which met in Khartoum in September 1963 and drafted the founding consti-
tution of the Association. With an initial membership of 34, the Association now has 199 members drawn from 45
African countries, cutting across the language and other divides.

AAU Programs

Having gained credibility among its member institutions, African governments, development partners and the
higher education community globally, the AAU in its collective vision has put together a strategic plan to guide its
activities. The main goals of the Strategic Plan 2003 - 2010 are to provide effective support for African higher edu-
cation institutions in their core functions of teaching and learning, research and service to their communities. This
will enhance the impact of the African higher education community and its institutions on national, regional and
global affairs and policy. An additional goal is the provision of efficient management of the Association, with sound
program implementation capacity and a secure resource base.

For additional information about AAU, please send an email to info@aau.org.

(in photo left, Mr. Alex Corenthin, Dr. Boubakar Barry, Ms. Anne-Rachel Inné, ICANN, Signing of Agreement between Senegal
and ICANN, Accra 2007) (In photo right, Dr. Boubakar Barry and Mr. Alex Corenthin at AfREN meeting May 2009)

AAUOGSs member ship consist of publ i c
education colleges, and other institutions recognized by the country authorities as
higher education and research institutions.
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African Network Information Centre

(AfriNIC)
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AfriNiC

OQur Mission ANTo serve the Africa
and efficient management of Internet Number Resources, supporting

Internet technology usage and development, and promoting Internet
self gov
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The Internetl Numbers Registry for Africa

African Network Information Centre

About AfriNIC

Headquartered in Cyber City, Ebene, Mauritius, AfriNIC is a non-governmental and not-for-profit membership
based organisation. Its main role is to serve the African region as the Regional Internet Registry (RIR) whose pri-
mary responsibilities are distributing and managing Internet Protocol (IP) addresses and related resources. At pre-
sent, there are four other RIRs: RIPE-NCC (serving Europe and surrounding areas), APNIC (serving Asia and Pa-
cific region), ARIN (serving North America) and LACNIC (serving Latin America and the Caribbean).

AfriNIC is member of the Number Resources Organisation (NRO).

Our Mission

ATo serve the African community by: providing prof g
sources, supporting Internet technology usage and de
Our Vision
iSpearheading Internet technology and policy develop
Our Core Values

1 We operate with transparency, professionalism and efficiency.

1 We are committed to integrity in all that we do, always and everywhere.

1 We recognize and value individual contribution and teamwork.

1 We recognize cultural and language diversity in our region.

1 We are a technology driven organization that encourages continuous learning and innovation.

1 We value collaboration and cooperation with related organisations.
AfriNIC Organisational Structure
The AfriNIC organisational structure is set to en- { )
courage a bottom-up self governance manage- ( ! ]
ment model where policies and other organisa- .
tional functions are determined by the community ¢ )
in general and members. t . J

[]

AfriNIC has a General assembly which meets |- i [ = o B — N Teghni Im'

H H H ammunications Area nica a
annually, whereas Public Policy Meetings are | B o s manacen) U rlmﬂ;ﬂsmmmnmﬂ] | Tachnica Asma Mensyer)
organised bi-annually (one back-to-back with the |~ - . d
General Assembly). AfriNIC is regulated by a HR Unit — e itk
Board of Directors el eg Offica Unit -
the six (6) African Sub-Regions. The day-to-day —  poarketing & et
operations are under the responsibility of the | Registration
Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Adiel A. Akplogan. Aecaunting i Laion ot Senvices

OQur v i $Spearmeading Intérnet technology and policy development
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The Internet Numbers Registry for Africa

African Network Information Centre

Our Staff

AfriNIC started with two staff members but has since grown to 17 as of January 2010. Our staff represents nine (9)
different countries with competencies in a wide range of disciplines.

Background

In 1997, the proposal for a Regional Internet Registry for Africa was submitted during the INET workshop in Malay-
sia. A year later, a steering committee was setup after a consultation meeting in Benin to work on the structure and
proposed business plan. In 2000, the first AfriNIC observers were appointed to the ASO AC. Following a recom-
mendation of the steering committee, an initial Board of Trustees was appointed based on a sub-regional repre-
sentation in 2001. The first Board was chaired by Dr. Nii Quaynor with the mission to formalise the organisation
and work towards its accreditation as a RIR. After a selection of potential host countries, AfriNIC was incorporated
in Mauritius in 2004 and held its first policy meeting shortly after in Dakar. In 2005, ICANN granted AfriNIC accredi-
tation as the fifth Regional Internet Registry. During its setup, AfriNIC received support from several organisations
continent-wide, including the Governments of South Africa, Egypt, and Mauritius.

The allocation of the Internet address space is primarily carried out by the IANA (Internet Assigned Name Author-
ity) under a contract with ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers). IANA allocates IP ad-
dress blocks to RIRs (Regional Internet Registries) which have the authority to re-allocate them within their re-
spective geographical areas (of continental scope). Internet Service Providers (or LIRs i Local Internet Registries)
and certain other organisations that satisfy the criteria defined in each RIR policy obtain IP address space from the
RIR that serves their area.

Members

Since its establishment, AfriNIC has experienced a rigorous growth in its membership level, starting with 125
members in the first year and as of January 2010, there are 621 members. 90% of the members are Internet Ser-
vice Providers and Telecommunication Operators, with the largest percentage representing the very small to me-
dium Local Internet Registries (LIRS).

Stakeholders

Members, Staff, Board Members, Technical Community, National Regulators, Governments, Academia, Private
Sector, Telecoms, General Community, and related organisations.

Key Partnerships

AfriNIC works closely with various regional and international organisations. Some of the key partnerships are with:
Internet Society (ISOC), CISCO Systems, AfNOG, AfrISPA, AAU (AfREN), AfTLD, ATU, APNIC ARIN, LACNIC,
RIPE NCC, 6DEPLOY, and ICANN. AfriNIC is also a sector member of the International Telecommunications Un-
ion Development (ITU-D).

Our staff represents nine (9) different countries with competencies in a wide

range of disciplines.
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The Internet Numbers Reglistry for Africa

African Network Information Centre

Key Services

1 Distribution and Management of Internet Protocol Addresses
Distribution and Management of Autonomous System Numbers

1 Oversight on Policy Development and Implementation

1 IP related training and other educational opportunities

1 Public Whois Database for IP resource Registration

Policy Development Process

All allocations and assignments of Internet number resources must also be consistent with the goals of the Internet
Registry System: aggregation, conservation, and registration. To ensure this, there are policies in place that guide
the Internet community in a fair, consistent, and neutral manner for proper usage of these Internet resources.

Afri NI Cds policies ar e -udmocess agrpee dport bl theocangrunitya Thie discussomns are
conducted via both public policy meetings and through e-mail discussion lists. There are no prerequisites for par-
ticipation in this process and anybody can propose a policy and take part in the discussions on policy matters re-
lated to Internet Resource Management in the AfriNIC region of service. To participate, you must subscribe to the
policy working group mailing list (rpd@afrinic.net).

Afri NI C6s Policy Devel opoasedandisPr ocess i s consensus

Open

Anyone interested can get involved, propose and discuss policies. No accreditation is needed; it is there-
fore all inclusive and accessible.

Transparent

Meeting notes, presentations and discussions are publicly accessible. Everything is documented and pub-
lished.

Bottom-up Process

The Internet Community drives policy development, i.e., proposes, discusses and approves policy.

(In photos, delegates participating in policy discussions at AfriNIC-9, AfriNIC-10, and AfriNIC-11 Public Policy Meet-
ings)

ar e -ud mocesd agrpeel
upon by the community.
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The Internet Numbers Reglistry for Africa

African Network Information Centre

Other Activities

Meetings: AfriNIC has two Open Public Policy face-to-face meetings every year. Such meetings provide an oppor-
tunity for the community-at-large to participate in knowledge sharing, social networking, and policy discussions.
These meetings are held in different countries in the African region and are often hosted by AfriNIC members or
government-type organisations. To date, there has been eleven (11) Public Policy Meetings.

Training: Afri NI C6bs training program has been designed t
understand the management of Internet resources, to understand how to migrate to IPv6, reverse DNS setup and
DNSSEC. One objective of the training program is to conduct a workshop in each African country by the end of
2010. In 2009, AfriNIC launched an IPv6 Virtual Lab to support countries in the deployment of IPv6. The virtual lab
is expected to reduce the overall cost of training for institutions, universities and companies.

As of today, we have con- ) F
ducted training 32 African coun-
tries. These workshops are free
of charge to participants and
have proven to be successful
as measured by the increase in
our membership base, in-
creased awareness about Af-
riNIC, and an increased interest
from the community about [
Internet development activities |
in general.

(Photo, IPv6 Training workshop, Cairo, Egypt 2009)11th Public Policy Meeting, Dakar, Senegal)

Outreach Projects and Initiatiaves

AfriNIC Root Server Anycast Program: This program was aims to improve the overall performance and visibility of
Internet Exchange Points (IXPs) by helping countries deploy a copy of the root server. These root server copies
are intended to make accessing the Internet easier and faster, improve performance, become more cost efficient
and reduce the cost to the end-user. The first deployment was at Tanzania Internet Exchange, Dar es Salaam
(T1X), 2009. AfriNIC is planning three (3) additional deployments during 2010.

Internet Governance: To further support Internet technology in the African region, AfriNIC is also active in the pro-
motion of Internet Governance and the multi-stakeholder model and has organised two Internet Governance work-
shops in West Africa (in collaboration with other organisations) and formed the AfriNIC Government Working
Group (AfGWG). The objective of the AfGWG is to provide a forum for increasing inter-governmental and global
collaboration and cooperation for capacity building through the sharing of information, experience and ideas. The
first meeting, which was a closed Government Roundtable meeting, was held in Accra, 2009 during the WAIGF.
The second event, the AFGWG Law Enforcement Meeting, is planned for Jan 2010, Cyber City, Mauritius, for gov-
ernment officials responsible for law enforcement and cyber security. AfriNIC is also participates in the IGF meet-
ings by organising workshops, participating on panel discussions and providing financial assistance for other com-
munity members to participate. AfriNIC also supports other Internet Governance initiatives in the region.

The objective of the AfGWG is to provide a forum for increasing inter-governmental

and global collaboration and cooperation for capacity building through the sharing of
information, knowledge and ideas.
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African Network Information Centre

Community Support and Outreach Cont

Memorandum of Understanding with the Association of African Universities: Af r i NI C has t wo M

Whereas, AfriNIC provides a 50% discount on membership fees to universities that belong to the AAU. 2. AfriNIC
has a MoU with AAU, where as a grant is made by Fostering Research & Education Networks in Africa (FRENIA)
to AAU, to pay for the setup of LIR or EU and first year membership of eligible African Academic institutions and
RENSs which request for LIR or EU membership under AfriNIC's special discount schemes under the terms of the
present AAU-AfriNIC MoU.

Fellowship Program: AfriNIC offers five (5) fellowships for each public policy meetings. The fellowships are re-
served for individuals representing small organizations, universities, and journalists who are activity involved in
Internet development in the African Region or ICT Policy in their countries and the community, who can positively
and actively contribute to IP address management awareness and impact further development of the Internet in
the African region of service

Other Key Projects and Initatives

1. Increasing awareness about the importance of the early adoption of IPv6 in the African region through ongo-
ing training workshops and meetings.

2. Implementation of the Resources Public Key Infrastructure (RPKI) Program, effective January 2011.

3. Development of the Generation Next Program, which is intended to increase involvement the younger popu-

lation in Internet development activities, including training, policy development, and Internet governance as
they are the future of the Internet.

(In photos, fellowship recipients left and delegates right at AfriNIC-11, Dakar, Senegal, November 2009)

AfriNIC offers fellowships for each public policy meetings.




African Internet Services Providers Association
(AfrISPA)

Our Mission, To address the strategic interventions in policy, regulatory, and op-
erational capacity building that affect the delivery of Internet services in Africa and
further afford operational support to service providers through business and fund-
ing opportunities, human resource development, information propagation, Internet

awareness, and usage.
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African Internet Services Providers Association

Introduction

Internet Services Providers (ISPs) in Africa have worked very hard for many years to develop the legal, physical
and human infrastructure necessary for the growth of the Internet on the continent. These efforts have taken place
in the midst of very difficult circumstances including poor policy frameworks, prohibitive and restrictive regulatory
regimes and severe shortages of capital and appropriate financing mechanisms.

Mission
To address the strategic interventions in policy, regulatory, and operational capacity building that affect the deliv-

ery of Internet services in Africa and further afford operational support to service providers through business and
funding opportunities, human resource development, information propagation, Internet awareness, and usage.

Vision
That the Internet on the African continent is equitably diffused through the development of a strong services indus-

try supported by information policy and regulatory environments and further providing international and local stake-
holders with a single interface to the African Internet industry.

Values

AfrISPA will be guided by the following core values of: integrity, creativity and sustainability, commitment to the
availability of free, and open Internet services industry.

Africa has the opportunity to participate and benefit fully from the global economy and harness the power of the
Internet as the ultimate tool for economic emancipation of Africa.

Targets

T AnISPA in every African country within the next 5 years

9 Atleast one IXP in every African country which has more than three ISPs within the next 5 years (i.e.
2007-2012)

9 Aftully liberalised and open Internet services market in every African country

A single and credible reference point for input and feedback on Internet related policy and regulation
to African governments and regulators

9 Develop best practice and standards for Internet services especially in areas of global concern such
as child pornography, cyber crime and spurious/Spam mail

9 Support the activities of the African Internet Registry (AfriNIC) and the country code top level domain
into the regional infrastructure that would be developed

i 60 regulatory, policy and technical training sessions for technical and non-technical stakeholders on

the African continent over the next 5 years in conjunction with allied organizations, such as AfNOG,
AfriNIC, AfriDNS, AfrICANN, AfTLD

i Establish AfrISPA Academy and develop accredited programmes that address key issues of the Inter-
net. Through the Academy, develop certification framework in partnership with academic institution
e.g. AfREN.

An ISPA in every African country within the next 5 years
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African Internet Services Providers Association

Objectives

1 Broaden its constituency in view of convergence in the licensing regimes across Africa. Targets in-
clude associations representing:

IT and software providers

Business Process Outsourcing operators

Internet exchange points

National name registries

Content and application developers

Server farm entrepreneurs and integrated services

Provide support for setting up of more ISPAs and IXPs in a more innovative way

Provide industry perspective on policy formulation and regulation as it relates to the Internet industry

and to act as an interface between government bodies and the wider public

1 Strengthen Research and Development in AfrlISPA so as to build, maintain and publish relevant indus-
try data for members

1 Develop policies and positions in the best interest of the members and protect and promote these in-

terests in regional and international fora

Promote the development of key Internet infrastructure on the continent

Promote the development of a free and open internet services market

Facilitate establishment of national ISPAs in Africa and to provide common services to them

Provide and promote educational opportunities that will enhance and empower technical and policy

understanding of the Internet

1 Enhance the acceptance of African Internet as an investment destination.

=a =4

=A =4 =4 -4

Within this context, AfrlISPA will specifically seek to contribute in poverty reduction in Africa.
Background

AfrISPA is a continental Association of national Internet Ser-
vices Providers Associations and serves as a regional um-
brella body for Africa's ISPAs to ensure coordination in prior-
ity areas as well as provide a single voice for Africa's ISPs. It
was founded in 2001 in Pretoria, South Africa and subse-
quently incorporated in Mauritius as an offshore non-profit
corporation. It currently has ISPA (South Africa), TESPOK
(Kenya), FAIR (Mauritius), GISPA (Ghana), ISPAN (Nigeria),
ISPA DRC (DR Congo), TISPA (Tanzania), UISPA (Uganda)
AFIM (Mali), AFAIB (Benin), MISPA (Malawi), AAPSIA
(Angola) and BISPA (Botswana) as members with other as-
sociates. The Executive Board is made up of William Stucke
(Chairman, South Africa), Brian Longwe (GM, Kenya), Eric
M.K Osiakwan (Executive Secretary, Ghana) Viv Padayatchy
(Treasurer, Mauritius), Jayshree Patel (Director) and Didier
Kasole (Francophone Director, DR Congo).

(Photo, En-ISPA and AfIX Meeting and the formation of ZISPA and the Lusaka Internet eXchdngsaka, Zambia , July 2005)

AfrISPA is a continental Association of national Internet Services

Providers Associations
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African Internet Services Providers Association

Projects

Despite these adverse factors, ISPs have made major strides in bringing ICTs to the forefront of the development
agenda. AfrISPA among other regional institutions is currently playing a leading role in a number of initiatives
aimed at mainstreaming the Internet and ICTs within the African continent. These include the Catalyzing Access to
ICTs in Africa (CATIA @ www.catia.ws) programme, the Connectivity Africa project to facilitate the development of
infrastructure between African Internet Exchange Points and a groundbreaking initiative to research and analyze
inter-country Internet traffic and the impacts of Internet exchanges. Currently there are 23 exchanges, 13 ISPAs
on the continent with 10 more each expected by the end of 2010.
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These efforts were necessitated by Afrl SPA6s active
sulted in the Geneva meeting adopting in WSIS-03/GENEVA/DOC/5-E, C6 Enabling Environment - 13. To maxi-
mize the social, economic and environmental benefits of the Information Society, governments need to create a
trustworthy, transparent and non-discriminatory legal, regulatory and policy environment. Actions include: c) Gov-
ernments are invited to: i) facilitate the establishment of national and regional Internet Exchange Centres.

The AfrISPA effort has being lead by the African Internet eXchange Taskforce (AfIX Taskforce @ http://
afix.afrispa.org) and Enabling Internet Service Provider Association Team (En-ISPA @ http://enispa.afrispa.orq)
who are tasked with establishing IXPs and ISPAs respectively. The AfiX workshops team leader is Mr. Didier
Kasole from DRC and for En-ISPA is Mr. Eric Osiakwan from Ghana.

ISPs have made major strides in bringing ICTs to the forefront of the

development agenda.
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Both teams made up of African expertise cutting across all the sub-regions and languages under the CATIA pro-
gramme have traveled in twelve (12) African countries conducting workshops and helping establish IXPs and IS-
PAs. These teams are consolidating local efforts for the uptake of national ISPAs and IXPs respectively through
consultations with the local ISP communities, which culminates in workshops where extensive details are given
priority. These workshops facilitate the establishment of ISPAs and IXPs. Out of the workshops we expect ten (10)
more IXPs and ISPAs by the close of 2010.

Due partly to the success of the above initiatives, AfrISPA launched the African Internet eXchange System (AXIS)
Project which is meant to build more IXPs as well as interconnect the IXPs between countries on the continent.

Below are the objectives of the project:

30 ISPA and IXP Workshops

Policy & Regulatory Internet Exchange Point Toolkits

39 ISPAs and 33 IXPs

5 Regional Internet Hubs

4 Regional Internet Carriers

3 Continental Internet Carriers

Fully redundant African Internet Backbone

Real-time and historical traffic data accessible via web-based visualization system
Certificate Curriculum on Internet Exchange Technologies

= =4 =4 -4 -8 _95_9_4_-2

The AXIS project has gone through the African Regional Programme on the Knowledge Economy (ARAPKE) proc-
ess and shortlist as one of the three (3) flagship projects to be funded under the AU-EU Partnership on the Soci-
ety, Space and Science.

(Photo, En-ISPA and AfIX workshop in which launched AAPSIA and the Luanda IXP, Angola, August, 2006)

AfrISPA launched the African Internet eXchange System
(AXIS) Project
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Africa Top Level Domains

History

African Top Level Domains Organization (AfTLD) is a non-profit organization that acts as a focal point for all the
African TLD Managers in coordinating, formulating, developing and presenting a unified approach to issues related
to the Domain Name System. The AfTLD discusses matters of policy that affect ccTLDs globally and then, where
possible, present the group's position as one voice. One coherent voice from a large group of African ccTLDs will
have more influence and will make it easier for external parties to gauge the opinion of the AFTLD registries.

AfTLD started as a project through which ISO 3166 Country-Code Top-Level Internet Domain (ccTLD) Registries
in the African geographical area could share information and engage in concerted action, on issues of common
concern. More than 50 ccTLDs were associated with the project. African Top Level Domains Limited was incorpo-
rated as a Mauritius non-profit corporation on 19 December 2002. Since then, AfTLD has operated from Mauritius
and is now being hosted by AfriNIC Limited. At the Marrakesh Annual General Meeting in 2006, a new executive
committee (Excom) was ushered in to review the AFTLD by-laws, increase awareness on AFTLD and its role in
Africa among the community at |l arge, and formalize
ship.

The AfTLD held three annual events after Marrakesh 2006: AfTLD-1 in Cairo Egypt (2007); AfTLD-2 in Johannes-
burg, South Africa (2008) and AfTLD-3 in Arusha, Tanzania (2009). AfTLD-4 will be held in Dakar (2009) and
AfTLD-5 in Nairobi, Kenya in March 2009.

AfTLD is the ICANN recognized representative of Country Code Top Level Domain (ccTLD) managers from the
African Region. The AfTLD is an active participant on the ICANN, IGF and Regional Top Level Domain Organiza-
tion (RTLDO) with representatives on the ccNSO council, IDN and ccNSO participation Working Groups.

AfTLD has an MoU with AfriNIC and serves as an observer to the European ccTLD association and CENTR. It
also has a close working relationship with CENTR, LACTLD (Latin American and Caribbean Association) and
APTLD, (Association of Asia-Pacific ccTLDs).

Objectives

il To provide a forum to discuss matters of policy affecting African ccTLD Managers.

il To act as a channel of communication between its Members and ICANN/IANA and other Internet governing bod-

ies or organizations and other bodies or organizations involved in the Internet.

il To collect information and to do research on and document the practices of ccTLD managers and to foster the

creation of and compliance with codes of best practice among its Members

i To assist its Members (whether directly or by sub- contract) to implement domain name dispute resolution proc-

esses.

i To promote and further its objectives through conferences, public or private meetings, discussions, publications
or by such other means as may be deemed desirable or necessary.

i To promote, establish, co-operate with, become a member of, or assist by advice or by the grant of loans, dona-
tions or gifts or otherwise, any association, institution or body whatsoever and whether established or incorpo-
rated in Mauritius or elsewhere having objectives or purposes wholly or partially similar to those of the company.

il To advertise and make known the Company and its objectives, purposes and aims by such means as may be
deemed expedient, and to solicit, receive and hold donations, subscriptions, gifts, and bequests of all kinds.

AfTLD is the ICANN recognized representative of Country Code Top

Level Domain (ccTLD) managers from the African Region.
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Governance

The AfTLD runs a bottom-up governance structure. At the top of the structure is the General Assembly of AfTLD,
Board of Directors and then the Secretariat.

The General Assembly comprises all formal members of AfTLD. All members who can attend the Annual General
Meeting have voting rights. It also includes observers and liaison officers from other organization in the ccTLD.
Members include both full and associate members. The Community comprises all ccTLD within the region and is
open to all people interested in engaging in discussions on issues within the African ccTLD community. The dis-
cussion by the community is on the discussion list.

The Board of Directors (formally Executive Committee (Excom)) is elected by the General Assembly to run the
organization in accordance with the directives of the AfTLD Members. It is also the board of the company limited
by guarantee that provides the legal structure for AfTLD. The Board is led by a Chairman. The functions of the Ex-
com are defined in the AFTLD Constitution.

Membership

All ccTLD operators in the African Region are
eligible to be full members of AfTLD. Since April
2009 when the AGM approved new amend-
ments to the AfTLD constitution, membership
has also been opened to associate members.
Associate membership of the organization may
be given to any individual, organization or cor-
porate body that operates an Internet domain
registry or in the Internet space and the General
Assembly considers that the AfTLD would bene-
fit from such bodies or organizations having
membership of AfTLD. (In photo Participants at
AfTLD IROC Workshop)

Participation in all AfTLD meetings for
discussing related policies and forming positions to be presented to other fora or Internet coordination bodies.

Physical meetings: One regular meeting each year.
On-line meetings: as and when necessary.

Participation in workshops or projects to foster exchange of experience and expertise in technical and operational
matters.

Access to AfTLD mailing lists for discussion and information sharing

e-Newsletter for review on significant news/events/documents related to ccTLDs in AF region, ICANN and other
bodies.
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To apply for membership simply fill the Membership Application Form and send it to secretariat@aftld.org copy
or fax to +233-243767466. Applications will go through procedures in line with the AfTLD constitution and the suc-
cessful applicants will be duly notified.

All ccTLD operators in the Africa Region are eligible to be full members
of AfTLD.
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Core Activities
Annual Meetings
Capacity Building
Outreach & Communication
Research

AfTLD has instituted working groups to focus on key working areas mainly Research and development, Interna-
tionalized Domain Names (IDNs) and Technical. The AfTLD's near future activities will be guided by a strategic
plan. The first three year plan will be unveiled by December 2009 to run from 2010 2012.

AfTLD has received recognition from various African governments that have sponsored its African ccTLD events in
2007, 2008 and 2009 in Cairo, Johannesburg and Arusha respectively. The respective Governments of Egypt,
South Africa and Tanzania facilitated the hosting of the events. AfTLD is planning an annual African ccTLD event
in (AfTLD-4) in Nairobi, Kenya in March 2010 before the ICANN 37 meeting there.

AfTLD puts a high premium on capacity building. The AfTLD is focused on developing the capacity of African
ccTLD managers to enable them manage their registries efficiently. Apart from the two technical workshops at
AfTLD-1 and 3, the AfTLD is planning and workshop in Dakar (AfTLD-4) for the West African francophone commu-
nity. A fourth workshop is planned for Nairobi, Kenya (AfTLD-5) during the annual African ccTLD event.

AfTLD-6, the francophone workshop for 2010, will also be held in Abidjan, Cote d'lvoire in June, 2010. As part of
its outreach program, AfTLD plans to participate in all major international events such as ICANN and IGF meetings
and will update the global community on its activities. The main focus of its Outreach & Communication plan will
be to:

1 Increase the AfTLD membership base utilizing regional and international ccTLD events to meet new
members and direct contacts.

91 Disseminate the AfTLD monthly newsletter (a monthly email newsletter sent to AfTLD mailing lists and
related ccTLDs and African mailing list, the newsletter focus on ccTLD news and issues these news
could be obtained from CENTR and ICANN).

1 Develop a new CMS web site for AfTLD to enable easy update of site content.

AfTLD's research agenda is pursued vigorously by the
Research Working Group (WG). AfTLD is currently in a
league with other regional Top Level Domain Organiza-
tions (RTLDO) to undertake a global research initiative
region and is also collaborating with other organizations to
conduct research in the region.

(In photo Tanzania Dep Min of Communication at AfTLD Social
Event -Arusha)

AfTLD puts a high premium on capacity building.
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Highlights of Achievements

1 Three successful annual events in Cairo (AfTLD-1 in 2007), Johannesburg (AfTLD-2 in 2008) and
Arusha (AfTLD-3 in 2009)

1 Two successful AfTLD ccTLD ADRP workshops Cairo (AfTLD-1 in 2008) and Arusha (AfTLD-3 in

2009)

African Francophonie ccTLD workshop in 2007

AfTLD update and presentations at several global Internet Community meetings including ICANN &

IGF

1 Research results on current state of African ccTLD presented at various Internet Community meetings
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Sponsors and Partners

AfTLD works with a number of various sponsors. Some of the sponsors are event-specific, while the following are
usually sponsors of AfTLD over the past couple of years.

The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers 'ICANN' was formed in 1998. It is a not-for-profit part-
nership of people from all over the world dedicated to keeping the Internet secure, stable and interoperable. It pro-
motes competition and develops policy on the Internet's unique identifiers.

The Internet Society is an independent international non-profit organization founded in 1992 to provide leadership
in Internet related standards, education, and policy around the world.

The Network Startup Resources Center 'NSRC' is a non-profit organisation that has worked since the late 1980s to
help develop and deploy networking technology in various projects throughout Asia/Pacific, Africa, Latin America
and the Caribbean, the Middle East,
and the New Independent States.

AfriNIC is a non-government, not-for-
profit, membership based organisation,
based in Mauritius to serve African
Internet Community. AfriNIC is the Re-
gional Registry for Internet Number
Resources for Africa. Membership is
open to anybody.

AfTLD encourages organisations to
consider sponsoring its events and
to explore potential collaborations in
Internet governance issues.

(In photo AfTLD Closing Remarks-IROC
Dakar)

AfTLD encourages organisations to consider sponsoring its events and to
explore potential collaborations in Internet governance issues.
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Thanks the members, collaborators,
community, and sponsors for their
support and dedication towards ad-
vancement with Internet development
In the African region.

Together we will
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